
A Carnevale, Ogni Scherzo Vale! 

On February 28th, students in Signor Mancuso’s  ninth-
grade Italian classes celebrated "Martedì Grasso," the last 
day of the pre-Lenten traditional celebration in Italy 
known as “Carnevale”. The derivation of the word is 
uncertain, though it possibly can be traced to the Medieval 
Latin carnem levare or carnelevarium, which means to take 
away or remove meat. This coincides with the fact that 
Carnevale is the final festivity before the commencement of 
the austere 40 days of Lent, during which Roman Catholics 
in earlier times fasted, abstained from eating meat, and 
followed other ascetic practices.  

For centuries, there have been parades, dances, and 
masquerade balls in Italy to mark the occasion. Children 
throw "coriandoli" (confetti) on each other and spray silly 
string. Adults attend lavish costume balls and parade 

around the Italian town squares in elaborate costumes and masks. Cities such as 
Viareggio have a series of parades with spectacular floats.  

The city of Venezia is known to have more unique and elaborate celebrations that are 
world-famous. Il Carnevale di Venezia (the Carnival of Venice) dates back over 900 years. 
Nowadays in Venice, the Carnevale focuses on the grandeur of 17th and 18th century 
Renaissance as well as characters from the "commedia dell'arte." The “commedia 
dell'arte” is the famous comic form of street theater that developed in Italy in the 15th 
century. The actors wore colorful costumes and would travel from town to town 
performing in the town squares. During Carnevale, people stroll around Venice in 
elegant costumes and opulent masks to emulate this time period, which creates a 
magical ambience. 

Students decorated their own masks at home 
and celebrated Carnevale with a "festa" in class. 
Before the celebration, the students presented a 
brief presentation on the tradition of Carnevale, 
accompanied by pictures of Venice. The lovely 
masks created by the students are now on 
display in the lobby of  Miller Place High 
School. In every city in Italy, mischief and 
pranks are part of the festivities, which is the 
reason behind the phrase, "A Carnevale ogni 
scherzo vale" (At Carnevale anything goes) 

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/medieval
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/austere
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lent
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ascetic


 

 

 

 

                        

             

            

          

 

 

 

 


